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DECLARATION OF DR. JAIME DE LA REE 



1, Dr. Jaime De La Ree, do hereby state under penalty of perjury: 

1 , My name is Jaime De La Ree. I am presently Associate Professor and Assistant 
Department Head at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University in the Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering. 

2, I received a degree of M.S.E.E. from the University of Pittsburgh in 1981, and a 
PhD. from the University of Pittsburgh in 1984. In 1984, I joined the faculty of Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University, Department of Electrical and Computer 1 Engineering, 
as Assistant Professor and in 1990, 1 was promoted to Associate Professor. In 2004, 1 became 
Assistant Department Head of the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department. Attached 
hereto is a curriculum vitae fully setting forth my professional career in detail. 
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3 . My specialty has been power systems and power system protection. I am a Senior 
Member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) and a member of the 
Power System Relaying Committee of IEEE. As part of the Power Area Research Team, I 
assisted in the development of the Power System Research Laboratory and the Power System 
Protection/Measurement Laboratory both at Virginia Tech. The principal topic of my research 
throughout my career has been power systems and power system protection, which includes 
power distribution systems. I have also authored and co-authored 25 journal papers, most 
focused on electrical power 1 systems. 

4. I have reviewed U.S. Application No. 10/614,740, published as US 
2004/0084582 on May 6, 2004. The subject matter is directed to a cross-arm for a utility pole for 
use in low to medium voltage electricity distribution and transmission The cross-arm is metallic 
and coated with an insulatory coating, such as a polymeric material. The polymeric material 
may be applied by an electrolytic powder coating process, using a powder of the polymeric 
material. The polymeric material may alternatively be a nylon, a thermoplastic or an epoxy. 

5. Over the years, cross-arms for utility poles for use in low to medium voltage 
electricity distribution and transmission have been made of wood, primarily because of the risk 
of electrocution to birds and other animals that may encounter the cross-arm of utility poles. 
Electrocution of birds has been of particular focus because of the risk of causing fires and 
electrical outages that can result. For that reason, elaborate mechanisms and systems have been 
designed and used to try to avoid birds sitting on the cross-arms of utility poles used in low to 
medium voltage electricity distribution and transmission, and to other-wise avoid the birds 
perching on the cross-arms of utility poles. See, for example, Suggested Practices for Raptor 
Protection on Power Lines: the state of the art in 1996. 
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6, In view of the history in the art, the cross-arm for a utility pole for use in low to 
medium voltage electricity distribution and transmission claimed in the Application No, 
10/614,740 was not obvious in 2002 in view of the ait of which I am aware.. 

7 I have been particularly asked to consider U.S. Patent 6,142,434 to Trost et al. and 
the English translation of JP Application HI 1-210271 to Sagawa et al, and to provide my 
opinion based on my experience whether the disclosures of the '434 patent and the JP '271 
application provide the evidence that the cross-arm described and claimed in Application No. 
10/614,740 was obvious in 2002. I can state categorically that the information in those two 
patents does not show that the utility pole described and claimed in the '740 patent application 
was obvious to one skilled in the art. 

8. The Trost '434 patent only discloses a multi-purpose utility pole with a clamp 
mechanism rather than a traditional through-bolt fastening mechanism. A traditional cross-arm 
is shown indicating that it is made of wood. 

9. Sagawa '271 is a "BEAM PIPE MOUNTING STRUCTURE" and is especially 
useful "in protective fences, especially in locations such as walkways in public parks " Sagawa 
JP '271 application discloses a pipe beam mounting structure [that] comprises loosely inserting 
the end of a beam pipe 20 into a mounting hole 11 disposed on the side of a tubular post 10 
leaving a gap, and driving a wedge-shaped pipe anchorage device 30 having a side 31 capable of 
closing the majority of the gap 12 and anti-slip projections 32 into this gap.. In particular, the 
wedge-shaped pipe anchorage device 30 comprises a plastic molded compact, and the tubular' 
post 10 and the beam pipe 20 comprise plastic coated metal pipes with an imitation wood. 
Translation at 1. Sagawa '271 discloses nothing to do with utility poles, utility pole cross-arms 
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or power transmission lines of any kind, or otherwise presents any material of interest in solving 
the problem addressed by the 740 application. 

10. I have also been asked to consider U.S. Patent Nos. 3,803,570 to Barlow et ah, 
6,146,576 to Blackmore, 6,464,196 to Crookham et ah, U.S. Published Application No. 
2004/0035602 to White, and UK Patent Application 2,384,223 to Lowson alone or in 
combination with U.S. Patent 6,142,434 to Trost et al. and the English translation of JP 
Application HI 1-210271 to Sagawa et al. 

1 1. U.S. Patent No 3,803,570 to Barlow et al. teaches a moisture indicating system 
having a probe 16 made from metal rod 28 having an insulating sleeve and a pointed metal tip 32 
that is pressed into the earth. Id. at col.3, 11. 23-30. A dielectric element is positioned between the 
metal rod 28 and the metal tip 32 to create a capacitor when the probe is in the ground. The 
probe 16 is insulated so that the dielectric element positioned between the metal rod 28 and the 

metal tip 32 enables "a series-connected variable capacitor and resistor path to the ground " I 

have considered the '570 patent, and the '570 patent does not teach anything related to the 
problems encountered with cross-arms for a utility pole for use in low to medium voltage 
electricity distribution and transmission. The '570 patent does not provide any additional 
information to fill the above described deficiencies of the Trost '434 patent and the Sagawa '271 
application in relation to Claims 29 and 37 of the '740 application. 

12. U.S. Patent No. 6,146,576 to Blackmore discloses a composite material 
impregnated with heat curable resin. U.S. Patent No.. 6,146,576, col 1, 11. 11-13. The composite 
material in the '576 patent may be impregnated with epoxy. I have considered the '576 patent, 
and the '576 patent does not teach anything related to the problems encountered with cross-arms 
for a utility pole for use in low to medium voltage electricity distribution and transmission. The 
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'576 patent does not provide any additional information to fill the above described deficiencies of 
the Trost '434 patent and the Sagawa '271 application in relation to Claims 33, 35, and 51 of the 
'740 application. 

13. U S Patent No, 6,464,196 to Crookham et al. discloses a temporary base for a 
vertically extending structure. U.S. Patent No. 6,464,196, col. 1, 11, 6-9. The base of the '196 
patent may support a steel pole. Id, at col. 7, 11. 5-6. I have considered the '196 patent, and the 
'196 patent does not provide any additional information to fill the above described deficiencies of 
the Trost '434 patent and the Sagawa '271 application in relation to Claim 54 of the '740 
application, 

14.. U.S. Published Application No. 2004/0035602 to White discloses an adjustable 
aerial terminal. U.S . Published Application No. 2004/0035602, Para. [0003] . The housing of the 
terminal may be coated with polyurethane to withstand environmental conditions. Id. at Para 
[0025]. I have considered the '602 application, and the '602 application does not provide any 
additional information to fill the above described deficiencies of the Trost '434 patent and the 
Sagawa '271 application in relation to Claims 32 and 52 of the '740 application. 

15, UK Patent Application 2,384,223 to Lowson discloses a track for a personal 
rapid transport system, UK Patent Application 2,384,223, pg 1, 11. 3-4. The '233 application 
teaches using a hollow, thin walled rectangular cross section for the track cross members. Id at 
pg, 4, 11, 1 7-2 1 I have considered the '223 application, and the '223 application does not provide 
any additional information to fill the above described deficiencies of the Trost '434 patent and 
the Sagawa '271 application in relation to Claim 30 of the '740 application, 

16. If one were looking in 2002 for a solution to the problem in utility pole cross- 
arms that has been a tradition in low to medium voltage power distribution and transmission, one 
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would not even consider the Sagawa '271 application, alone or in combination with U.S. Patent 
Nos. 3,803,570 to Barlow et al., 6,146,576 to Blackmore, 6,464,196 to Crookham et al., U.S. 
Published Application No. 2004/0035602 to White, or UK Patent Application 2,384,223 to 
Lowson, 

And furthermore, I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 
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